Rontgen in 1895 that the centenary of Maria SklodowskaCurie's discovery of radium was almost eclipsed-until the publication of this excellent volume. As one who had always considered Madame Curie to be a rather serious and strained genius, I found it fresh and interesting.
The photographs of a remarkably beautiful lady do not give away much ofher character. Ifonly we knew the exact scientific and social arrangement between Marie and her husband-but in the biography of her mother Eve Curie wrote:
'we cannot and must not attempt to find out what should be credited to Marie and what to Pierre during those years. It would be exactly what the husband and wife did not want. Let us not attempt to separate those creatures full of love whose handwriting alternates and combines in the working notebooks covered.'
The book traces the discovery of radium and its use and international development largely through the personal instigation of the Curies. Dedicated centres were established, the most famous being the Institut Curie in Paris. The history of oncology itself in many countries and particularly in Poland is closely associated with the name of Curie. The Radium Institute in Warsaw was established in 1932, and much of the book exudes understandable Polish pride in this therapeutic discovery.
Many clinicians, particularly those in clinical oncology, will be delighted to see photographs of the historic surface brachytherapy moulds and radium collars used for the long treatments applied at the emergence oftheir subject. Moreover, some treatments-that ofcancer ofthe prostate with interstitial radium, or ofcancer ofthe oesophagus with intraluminal radium passed down an oesophagoscope-have resonance with modern therapy. The book coincides with the 75th anniversary of the Polish Committee against Cancer and there is a chapter on this and also on 'Marie Curie Cancer Care, a living memorial to Maria Sklodowska Curie' by Wendy Boothroyd, director of education at the Marie Curie Cancer Care in London. The international flavour and importance of Madame Curie's discovery is underlined in this book which has an outstanding simplicity of approach and also delightful historic photographs which will entertain and educate any practising oncologist. -275-96312-8 Westport, Conn: Praeger, 1999 Evolution of the Psyche is about the evolution of the human mind, and the implications of evolutionary biology and psychology for areas such as individuality, creativity, insight, humour, memory, art, forgiveness, dreams and psychiatry. In other words, it all sounds fascinating; and what is more the book covers exactly the major areas of my scholarly research and teaching. I opened it eagerly and was delighted-initially.
I have read recently that evolutionary psychology, launched for a general audience in the early 1 990s, is already experiencing a 'backlash'. If true, this would be ironic since the subject has not even got off the ground as an academic discipline in the UK. There are no academic positions in universities, there is virtually no funding and there are no specialist journals in which to publish. Under these circumstances empirical work can only proceed slowly, to put it mildly. I discovered the field in mid-1994, spent a year or two devising projects and another year or so gathering data, and have only during the past year been in a position to get the first work into print. That is the pace of scientific research when it is unfunded.
Evolutionary psychology has gripped the public imagination, and I have never taught any subject that has met with such an enthusiastic response from students. It would be sad if the discipline were to be stamped-out before it had a chance to get much further than its starting point. So-in principle-books on the subject ought to be welcome. And Evolution of the Psyche has indeed two very good chapters at the beginning. David Buss's overview of evolutionary psychology is a superb encapsulation of a conceptually difficult topic, exemplary in its clarity and an ideal introduction to the subject. Then comes a chapter on 'sex and mating' by Campbell, Simpson and Orina. I found this a terrific discussion of the contribution that biology can make to understanding human sexual behaviour. Several of the main theories are expounded and discussed in a lucid and very useful fashion. Well worth reading. As for the rest of the book (which is based on a conference), I found it pretty much without merit-a mixture of the mediocre and the misguided. The standard of theorizing was not much higher than I would expect from a weekly 'journal club' presentation. Which is to say that, while the subject matter of the chapters often seemed promising, I detected little depth of knowledge or insight. In those instances where the authors were more familiar with the material they were reviewing, such as the psychiatrists Price and Stevens, I judged the science to be outdated (e.g. the 'triune' brain) and the psychology discredited (Jung). In short, despite my advocacy of the subject matter, I do not feel that the general reader would gain much enlightenment or stimulus from this book. I 
